MLA Format Cheat Sheet

This handout provides a quick reference to the basics of using MLA style. For complete guidelines, consult MLA

Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 8" ed. Or https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/

Major Updates from the New (8") Edition

« All entries in a reference list, whether print or electronic, must now include the medium in which they have
been published (Print, Web, DVD, Television, etc.)

¢ URLs are required in citations.

e Terms like editor, illustrator, translator, etc., are no longer abbreviated.

e |If a source is part of a numbered sequence, such as a multi-volume book, or journal with both volume
and issue numbers, those numbers must be listed in your citation.

* The following are now optional according to your instructor: Date of original publication, city of publication
(except for works published before 1900), date of access, URL, and DOI.

Formatting Basics

* Double space throughout paper, with no extra spaces between paragraphs.

o Leftjustify

e Top, bottom, and side margins should be one inch.

¢ Indent the first word of each paragraph by /2 inch or 5 spaces.

¢« Do not use a title page. Before you begin you essay, type your name, instructor's name, course name,
and date. This should be flush with the left margin.

« Center the title of the paper. Do not underline the title, or put in “quotation marks,” or set in ALL
CAPITALS.

e Number all pages consecutively in the upper right-hand corner, 2 inch from the top and flush with right

margin. Type your last name before the page number, and do not use “p.” before the number.
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Name:

Research Paper OUTLINE
INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH

(Indent) Intro Topic/ Attention Getter (QUESTION, GEN. STATEMENT, QUOTATION) COMPLETE SENT.
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THESIS Statement: (Remember 3 parts—highlight them!!!l) TOPIC, CLAIM SUPPORT
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Name:

Research Paper OUTLINE

Body Paragraph #1

(Indent)Topic Sentence FULL SENT. ABOUT WHAT PARAGRAPH IS ABOUT

| | ~ ool Hhey A o $lee dheor
W ho O«Yt’_SYﬂ(mr@LLM)L)t’S + Wwhy d c they have +o Qé"‘”‘“"ﬁ'

1. Fact or Quote related to Topic (write full sentence with citation)

Explanation/Commentary LIST AT LEAST THREE DISCUSSION POINTS TO TALK ABOUT

2. Fact or Quote Related to Topic (write full sentence with citation)

S\{f (G fﬁ£%6€€5 Ie{d« foowod e rr;. i 4wt ES lamist Growf
Kinow as 1slamic S+ate (Z5L5)

Explanation/Commentary LIST AT LEAST THREE DISCUSSION POINTS TO TALK ABOUT

3. Fact or Quote Related to Topic (write full sentence with citation)

How ot mosk refusees Smuggled .

Explanation/Commentary LIST AT LEAST THREE DISCUSSION POINTS TO TALK ABOUT




Name:

Research Paper OUTLINE

Body Paragraph #2

(Indent)Topic Sentence

= Pl P ' .. ] . 5
S\( i relugees Dhowtd have the Samé rights as all
hVL_M()Vh b‘e f"ny.

1. Fact or Quote Related to Topic (write full sentence with citation)

%'\APPD«{W\; relugee rights Com help the ré’#?tujgg Pro hle

-

Explanation/Commentary LIST AT LEAST THREE DISCUSSION POINTS TO TALK ABOUT

2. Fact or Quote Related to Topic (write full sentence with citation)

/\Z(Lbujggg Showlpl howe [&5&1 aid Clams

Explanation/Commentary ~ LIST AT LEAST THREE DISCUSSION POINTS TO TALK ABOUT

3. Fact or Quote Related to Topic (write full sentence with citation)

H’ow Ctn indivsduafs help +o Solve +his retrsce probles

Explanation/Commentary LIST AT LEAST THREE DISCUSSION POINTS TO TALK ABOUT
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Name:

Body Paragraph #3

(Indent)Topic Sentence

/R{QL‘.{)E&S St\@u.ldrx t be¢ C"(.’ tanéd & seperated from he C/l

f.}dfel’\ i

1. Fact or Quote Related to Topic (write full sentence with citation)

Th@',rt’,'§ Qpuse 4 (OnSequences pk a(c'sphcm&v{-

Explanation/Commentary LIST AT LEAST THREE DISCUSSION POINTS TO TALK ABOUT

2. Fact or Quote Related to Topic (write full sentence with citation)

‘i/h@_ ]mpachS % 1SSwes o4 mon Sepercted Lrom %%;-’rnc

1 (. /,7

Explanation/Commentary LIST AT LEAST THREE DISCUSSION POINTS TO TALK ABOUT

3. Fact or Quote Related to Topic (write full sentence with citation)

The order Upt Dlocted he ertry +o e lnied Slat

Explanation/Commentary LIST AT LEAST THREE DISCUSSION POINTS TO TALK ABOUT
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